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The  Story  of  Oil. 


A   Canadian   Industry   under   Foreign   Control  —  Two 

Millions  a  Year  Taken  out  of  Canadians  and 

given  to  the   Rockefellers. 


There  was  no  duty  paid  by  Canadian  consumers 
that  was  more  hotly  denoiiiiced  to  tlie  people  at 
lars^e,  anJ  especially  to  tho-e  who  were  not  rich, 
thaa  tiieduty  on  oil.  This  tax  is  all  the  more 
oppressive  wheo  the  iiiDnoy  forced  out  of  the 
consumer  does  not  go  to  the  treasury  of  his  own 
country,  but  is  sent  to  a  foreign  land  to  increase 
the  gains  of  the  richest  monopoly  in  the  world. 

The  Standard  O.I  Company  of  the  ('nited 
States,  which  has  male  iKuulreds  of  millions 
out  of  its  people  in  its  own  country,  has 
for  many  years  turned  longing  eyes  toward 
the  valuable  oil  fields  and  ecjually  valuable 
oil  markets  tf  Canada.  With  the  intent  of 
securuig  both,  the  ompiny  trieii  to  obtain  from 
the  CouservativeGovernment  pfTmission  to  bring 
American  oil  into  this  count:y  in  tank  steamers- 
The  late  Government  refused  to  strike  a  blow  tit 
the  Canadian  oil  industry,  which  would  destroy 
it  as  an  independent  Canadian  enterprise,  and 
turn  it  over  into  the  hands  of  foreign  speculators 
and  combiues,  to  the  great  injury  of  our  con 
Burners. 


POUCIES  OP  THE  TWO  PARTIES. 

The  present  Hon.  Minister  of  Marine  and 
Fiaherie,-",  Sir  L.  H.  Davies,  '  'd  in  181)4 — in  that 
emphatic  and  positive  manner  wiiich  charac- 
terizes nil  his  utterances — "  What  the  people  of 
the  Mnrilime  Provinces  demand  is  the  right  to 
import  coal  oil  in  ship  tanks  (Hansard,  page 
2226,  1894).     lltfeiring  to  the  duty  he  said  : 

"I  attack  this  duty,  first,  on  the  ground 
that  it  is  abnormal,  unnecessary  and   un 


fair.  I  attack  it  in  the  second  place, 
because  the  manner  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment allows  oil  to  be  imported  in  car 
tanks,  and  prohibited  in  ship  tanks  is?  un- 
fair and  unjust  to  the  Maritime  Provinces." 
He  further  said  ;  "  I  took  upon  myself  to 
ask  the  (Con.)  Government  to  allow  im- 
portetl  oil  to  be  introduced  in  tank  vessels, 
but  my  request  was  refused." 

This  demand  was  supported  by  the  Liberal 
party  generally 

What  the  attitude  of  the  Conservative  Govern- 
ment was  will  be  seen  by  the  following  from  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Foster,  then  Minister  of  Finance,  as  re- 
curded  in  the  Hansard  of  1894,  page  2232,  who, 
*n  reply  to  the  present  Minister  of  Marine  and 
Fisheries,  said: 

"What  is  the  great  competitor  against 
which  our  oil  industry  is  to  pit  itself?  li 
has  my  symjiaihy  in  being  pitted  against 
such  a  cnmiietitor.  It  is  the  Sianda  Oilrd 
Company  of  the  United  Slates,  one  of  the 
most  gigantic  trusts  and  corporations  in 
the  wurld,  a  corporation  which  pursues 
with  relentless  vigor  an  I  animo'-'ity  every 
opposing  interest  until  it  succted-*  in  wip- 
ing it  out.  The  very  moiuent  we  take  off 
tlie  necessary  protection,  we  give  our  oil 
regions,  now  being  developed,  into  the 
hands  of  thai  gigantic  trust,  that  very 
moment  we  give  our  future  oil  develop- 
ment into  the  control  of  that  same  trust 
with  all  its  wealth  and  jiower," 

Here  we  have  the  policies  of  the  two  leaders 
of  the  parties  strictly  defined.  Time  and  circum- 
>?tance8  have  fully  vindicated  the  wisdom  and 
judgment  of  the  late  Minister  of  Finance.  While 
tlie  Conservative  Government  was  in  power  this 


privileijc  to  a  fureign  ci".rjif):'tic  was  refii^cii  .wl 

our  CiitnliiPi  oil  prudiit-vrs  were  8ii-iaiiit"i.   O'lr 

con 8 II me r.-  g.,t  tluir  oil  Cor  lo  cents  per  ^ial'on,  a." 

ailniitt'-il  I V    ill"  jirtseiit  ^riaistcr  of  >[(iriii<r  ati-I  [  prpyinj;  ai,.t>-i  tlic  peopU'. 

FiHlK'rit..s  in  i:i'Jl. 


•^unuT.     Tlicy  exiilitil  over  llit'ir  I'n^f-nnity  ir.  ii\. 
coveri'nga  iiictlioil  wj.icli  woiiM  rruiMe  th^in  to 
break   ffp  or  control  (dmiI' nes  urwi    inoiv)po<lie.«i 


C  ARR .  KD  0  V  r  Til  :■:    D A V'lIvS  pc; Lie  Y 


Nl'RShf.  iX  Tni-:  UBF.RAL  CRADLE. 


A/j'f  ytt  tt,r«  coal   0.1    c  )inbinati on    iios   been 
After  tlie  Lib'r.il  Governnjfnt  (Time  into  J..r.^v'r  '  Ik  rti  nn  if-  their  very  n.i.'^e  fxixJ  fiur^ied  in  their 


tboy  canicl  oiil  (lie  policy  of  t!u'  Muii^t/T  >•;' 
Nfiifitit'  iiii'i  l''i-ln'rie« ;  gave  thit'  ^i^rcc'lv  cooi- 
compiiiiy  (  '  foreign  nionofviliats  lite  ptirilt-p- 
tli"v  Hski' 1  III.-,  a:iil  permitlul  oi!  lo  be  !ri«<»lir 
iii*o  ' 'aiia'i;i  in  t.uiic  stfiita.'vtj.  Tun*  cot:  .<>•  •'iod 
♦Miabloil  till-  i:oni')any  lo  t-ccmt-  from  i<rr  rail 
w  »jsi  lo'.ver  ratLM  of  fr-ifjlii  tljiia  Ihfy  srave  i  • 
inJt'pituiont  oil  cv.nipn  ;;c-t  Kiru^'g'iijq  tr>  do  bi;.-i- 
uesH  in  Canu'J.i,  aiui  the  re-^ull  predirif!  by  tit-' 
ilon.  JL-.  I'o-t.r  iniiikiy  followptl.  Our  oil  ;;. 
-lusiry  foil  i'lio  tiic  hatnls  of  tiii- ^/ipannc*  trn.-'i. 
which  now  owns  all  our  n  fnu'ries  and  abso!utp',y 
controN  iho  business,  a'ul  ilictaten  w.'iat  tli<- 
■.TUiie  oil  tiien  sliall  re';c;ve  and  what  vhe  i-'-r.- 
-niiiors  Klifill  j.ay  for  this  ini|X)i'.ii)*.  articl?, 
in.'b.-pensab'e  Ju  over  70(>><iOO  bousehul'li>  in  thi-- 
land 


own  era  III-,  and  tln-y  have  ailo-ved  their  great 
A;iti-i.!>n.liiiR*  f<i:'Uute  to  ivnriin  a  dcsad  Ictti'r, 
wliilo  the  p"ople-  of  Cana^la  are  /vbbed  by  C)m- 
I  iM<"Hai  I  ii)oiK)jioli-(i  to  an  extent  never  dreiir  pd 
'>;  under  procc'din.j  Oovcfnint-nt-. 

rmi-p  and  ooii^idcr  fho  foHowir.^  *:tate)nonl'< : 
Ai/cordin,!;  to  th"  cetmis  of  ]  \)l  tbere  were  7,1-2 
out  of  every  J-.',0-K)  of  or.r  popni;t*,iosi  re'ilt!iits 
of  tbe  rurti  put-;  of  tii"  o  •■Mtry.  Tlicrefore 
-even  hoiti/'-'  o;;t  of  eve;'"  too  are  tfi'j'K^ndent  on 
coal  »il  fi»/  t'lfir  l:;i)it.  Thfre  were  in  ICl'l 
HJo^^S  bon?»*.'i,  ('\  wh;(>l>  i  -.ore  Ihari  700,000 
are  l-'htcd  by  c.:^l  oil.  TiK-re  wn-e  'Jll/yi?, 
fainilie-'  etjually  dependt-nt  for  ligiit  K[.oncoal  oil. 
All  !lip  farviors,  nearly  all  the  laboring  insii,  atid 
practically  uU  the  poorer  chis.%8  of  our  ppC'pIe, 
arefor-crd  i.>  use  this  article,  which  to  them  is  au 
Hero  ia  an  interestiu::;  p  int  for  the  coft?um( :-  j  iiidi^pei;*:'aUe  •'  necjsaity  of  iif;,"  and  <>ae  which 


of  coal  oil  to  ponder:  Un  ii.i  the  (wli'.y  of  th- 
Coni^ervative  party — to  (jroteot.  and  inainta^: 
Canadiatifl  in  cmtroliia,:^  this  indu-'.ry —  il  \vaf> 
snppliod  ti>  con.-<uintr'-  at  IT)  cents  p*'r  gall". a. 
Utider  the  P' licy  of  the  present  Liberal  G  jvern- 
nient  tbe  ind-astry  has  b  'ea  absorbed  l.y  torei^n 
pppcuiiitors  a'l  1  inillionairf-^.  atid  cur  con'-ain' r- 
are  paviig  2.'>  cents  per  "gallon  for  tli*;  samt- 
article.      The    (.onstuners   ot'  coal   ci     are   now 


the  Liberal  fiovflrnriert,  was  in  honour  tjouiul  by 
yolicy  and  pron.i-e.  So  ujake  free  of  duty,  and  to 
c  icii)<n.  By  their  refusal  tliev  show  an  utter 
contempt  aid  di. 'I.  ,^:ord  !'oi'  as  iniix)rtatU  {'Ortion 
ot  our  jiopnlation,.  nr.l  'X !  !■  ano'her  to  their 
ijrok'T)  p'eid;^fs  ami:  violaiel  pr"n>:.^es. 

Tl^e  eoal  oil  inda^try  is  tso  longer  a  home  eu- 
terprise,  and  tlr^  profit-s  made  Out  of  the  duty  go 
dirwtly  into  the  pock^is    of   forei.iranra.     Every 


charge  !  by  them  conics  ont  of  tht  {xxikcif  of  our 
consnin^rr.    Thfsc    prof.M    are    iiuni'nsely    in- 


pa-inir  10  cents  per  g.Jlon  more    than  tii  y  d;d  '  cent    of   duty    pail    and    tvory  cent    of    profit 

in    189:,    wui<di    a-rgregaH'.-'    on    th"   20/»JO,'KiO 

p\llon.-,  ai;iuiaily  consumed,  the  s-um  of  $2,0i:0,0i>0 

I .  r  year.     Vor   tlus  the  LihiMul  0  ivernnu  nt  \< 

largely  rfsp  -npible,    and  will  liave  lo  aii 'vver  to 

the  el'Cior-  of  ih"  country 

Tlie   Liberal   p'lrty    adopted    at   tboi.  Ottawa   npcr.vin^   their   el  ct'>ral    machine    fu-    robbi.'ig 
CoiiVe;jtiou  i:i    iH.i?.    a    platform  contair.ing  tni-    lion?-t  men  of  their  votes,  the  tinaiicial  condition 


cre:vsed  bv  the  b<dp  of  th.'  present  adminislra 
lion,  if  i.lie  p'irty  ot  prouii-^es  W(  re  as  a::tlve  in 
running    tiieir    a:iticombi',e    invention    as     in 


"  ph\nk''  :  ''  To  HO  adjust  the  tarilf  as  to  make 
'  free  or  to  bear  a^  light  as  possible  \i[K)P.  the 
"necessities  of  life."  Tiioy  promised  lo  apply 
this  policy  t.i  coal  oil,  and  hy  thi.s  j'lunk  in  their 


1  four  people  would  be  much  improved. 

By  collu.-ion  of  the  L'beral  Government  with 
the  S*and:ird  Oil  Company  of  th;'  Oniteil  Sir.tes 
the  latter  acquired  the  owtiershipof  the  Canadian 


platform,  aiid  by  the  promi.se  of  tber  leaders  1  refineries,  and  tbe  absolute  control  of  the  iu- 
they  were  bound  to  put  thi.s  artic'o  on  the  Free  id  iflry.  Tin;  result  is  that  this  mammoUi  trust 
List.  The  Liberal  Government  also  pa-8ed  ai>  i  has  since  increased  the  p'ico  (i  cents  per 
Act  m  Ib'JT  taking  power  to  reduce  or  abolish  the  I  gallon,  which  on  the  2(),00u.000  gallons  con- 
duty  on  any  article  conlioiled  by  a  oomhme  or  i -'aned  an:iually  in  Canada,  amounts  to  $1,200,000. 
trust  wherein  the  price  was  euh^ncel  to  the  con-  i  Retined   oil   in   ba-reis  now  coste,  at  wholesale, 


18  cenl3  (XT  gallon.  Bfforc  tlio  business  f'^ll 
into  tlu;  hands  ijf  'lie  Siamlari  t'Ctopus  it  co^t 
12  cents,  a  (litFereiice  of  i'j  ccnte. 

Tiie  ("onHiiiner."  in  (3iirmJii  now  fi'iv  2'j  <P;it.« 
|)or  gallon.  Coii-iiinera  in  tiie  I'mtdl  State- 
pay,  for  a  riiiu  li  iRlter  q'laiity,  10  cents,  nial;- 
inj;  a  il;;rienc(!  nf  !•*>  cent's  per  iriilicin  agaiii'^t 
ill'.'  '"unaijiau  Con'<uin  t^,  or  i\\f  irDnt.-nse  himii 
of  $.{,000,000  o'l  tiie  20.000,000  ;.'.nl"<iii.-<  annnnllv 


Miiiiiter  if  ilif  Crown,  an'i  ilrawinj;  k  fat  salary 
lie  Hit.i  qnii-rly  lis-  itnii  i-  a  paity  lo  wnai  be  liim- 
■■^ulf  ileclaii' I  hj  W,.-)  ii'r 'oiKM-iy  niiJM-i|.  ami  in- 
tc'lt'ratilf  tii.\  (in  vvt.jy  po  >r  fanrly,  ami  a  piiMic 
robbery.  Oil  nriiiiown  inouili  be  ytaiids  to  day 
;i  coi)ttH.-o  i  iriniiiiiil  by  thr-^r  aecu.-anons.  Five 
lont'^  pfT  {.'allnn  duly  now  coileoitvl  on  ooai  oi',  is 
a  greattr  lorcentsii'o  "ii  tUe  cost,  ibaji  ilie  i>er- 
centaw   ni  ,],lv  C'l'lc.ied    bv  ili.;    Cvimervaiivo 


coiif.ni!i''a.  All  the  pro!ils  rro  into  die  po.-Ucts' j  Cf''vern(,<'iil  on  wliat  ii  co:sl  wiiPti  (boy  vvn-  in 
of  the  .staii.liird  Oil  Companv,  and  b.-!p  them  ;  J  "wer.  Tlip  price  of  .lie  article  islOccntf'  bi>;ber 
to   de.  lare    a   y  arly  dividend    of  ^J-'O    on  every    '^  ^'ill<'U    Unui  it    wa-»    at  tliat    time,  when     Ibe 


$100  'if  capital  ii.v-'.'^'.fd. 


EVIDEXtn-:   IX  W'AS.aiNOTO.V. 


!jib(  ral  leai'.'rs  were  so  \  igorou.  !y  .leclaitnini^ 
a^am.^t  liu'  Conservative  Governincnt'-t  policy. 
I'iie  policy  attiv  Ijed  wa-*  to  pre.s(.  rve  a  great  and 
v.iliiable  ('aiiudian  industry  wliicli  the  Govern- 
i  tneiit  liavc  now  u.  -troycd.  tlirongb  tliat.  deftriic- 
Bofop>    ill"    Industrial    Commission    bpli     in  i  lion  oumnellHii;  tlie  coti-inner.s  lo  pay    neventy- 

Wastiingioii  in  Nnvemb'T    IS'.'.l,   such    coal    oil 

'•efincrs  u.ti  (     proilr,,',i  rs    as    Messr.-f.    KJjc,    Leo, 

Clarke.  Mtinnttt    aiid    other-!,  tesiifled    lliat    for 

three  or  fviir  years  coal  oi.   in  br.llc  ]v.\^  e  st  at 


iiv  per  cent  more  for  t'le  product. 

FACTS  TO  REMRMBER. 


tlie  refineries,  not  monj  than  2'  cnn  per  wallofi» 
Five  cent.i  duly  or  two  hundred  per  cent  is  ox 
acted  liy   a    Oovernnieut    in  favuur  of    "  Free  j 
Trade  as  It  iy  m   l''.n;j:l;uid.''  j 

Sir  liouis  Davie.-,  who  lee.v  lllN  the  p-^sition  of  I 
Aliiiieter  of  M.irine  and  Fisiierie:-,  accnrdin;^  to  i 
the   Hanaani    T  ISO-J.  pages  22i5  and  2220,  s,,i.i  :  i 


No.  of  gallons  of  eoal  oil  prodnoe  i  in 
Canailii  in  '.-IH( mii  aiivit,  the  name 
in  WM) 10,896,847 

Total  Nu.  gallons  of  coal  oil  inif-ortc^d 

fur  home  conj-'niiiiiion  in  1;9!)....       9,:^l)3,439 


"  Thedaiyon  ful,  whii'.ii  is  -vorih  onl\  .34 
cent.-  at  tin;  po;n<  of  sbipnienf,  is  i'lt^ilfraide, 
unjust,  aiid  unfair,  f  do  not  lliulv  any- 
body can  d'fcnd  i'  Tlnr"  is  no  industry 
in  this  eoiintry  wiiieh  c?in  .  ossib'y  jn-tify 
such  an  enoi'mon'-  robi^ery  under  the  .sliape 
of  pruteetion.  Tiie  (;■  Mtin-ianee  of  nea"iv 
a  200  per  cen'.  (inly  is  intolerable  and 
indefensible  " 


<.>i;;.i  No-ga!loii.scon-utned  in  Canada. 
Average  jirice  of -oal  oil  in  U.  S.  ja.-t 
fouryears  in  bul^,  as  tejitifleil  to  by 
expert!  before  industrial  Conmiis- 
sion  be':'  in  WaFi-ington  Ih'jt),  lesa 
than , 

Duty 

Percentage  of  duty  on  the  cost  about. 
Cost  of  American   water  while  coal 


>0,270,286 


He   said   he  ha  I    copies  of  newspapers  which       ^il,    transportuiion    charires,    and 
advertised  oil  at  1  o  cents  per  gallon  in  ditterent        reducing  wine  to  Imperial  measure, 


pHt-f..--  of  Canada.  ETe  further  stated  :  "  If 
duty  were  removed  the  people  of  tlie  Mariti'oe 
Provinces  would  gain  to  the  e.xtent  of  12  ccits 
per  gilloii.''  ll-^  al-o  said  "  It  is  an  atrocious 
unjiHt  and  intolerable  t>ix  on  every  poor  family.'' 
Now  it  appears  from  his   own  s;ntei)ier,l  that 


per  gal  on 

Cost  of  barreling  per  gallon 

Duty 

Total  cost  delivered  in    Canada  for 
bc.H  quality  per  gallon,  .  , 


210. 

5c. 

200  p.  c. 


5o. 


11c. 


thi-i  important  household  necessity  was   sold   in  j  Price  now  asked  by  Siandard  Oil  Co. 


IS94  unler  the  policy  of  the  Inie  Conservative 
Governnieni  at  I.")  cents  per  gallon  retail.  The 
unfortunate  consumers  under  the  pohey  of  tlie 
prcseni  Liberal  Government  are  paying  ".'5  cent'^ 
per  gallon —or  10  cents  rnon.  His  virtuous  in- 
dignation was  expressed  over  the  extortionate 
diity  and  high  price  of  the  oil,  when  he  was  in  i  Sold  in  Montreal  in  barrels  at  per  gal- 
the  cool  shades  of  opposition.     Now  that  he  j^  a  '      Ion 


delivered  in  Canada 22c. 

Profits  per  gallon He 

Protits  on  9,3(>:', 4.39  gallons  imported 

in  1899 $i,029,97l 

Costof  Canadian"  Crown  Acme  "oil.  8c, 


18o. 


10  ceDts  profit  on  10,896,849  gnllonH 
produced  Id  1898,  about  t^aine  &h  ia 
lb99 — but  statistics  are  not  yet  out 
forl8i)9 $1,089,684 

Total  profits  on  oil  consumed  in  Can- 
ada 1899 $2,119,662 

Price  paid   by  the  oonsuiner  in   tlie 

U.  S.,  per  giilluu 10c. 

Price  paid  ly  liie  consumers  in  Ciin- 
ada  for  a  poorer  quality  per  gallon.  25c. 

Making  a  differ  nee  on  wliat  Cana- 
dians consume  of  15  cents  a  gallon 
and  on  the  amount  consumed  each 
year  by  Canadians,  20,270,286  gal- 
lona $3,040,542 


Oil  nnder  the  ConservatiTB  Ooven- 
ment  in  1894  was  only,  a  callon..  10c. 

Oil  under  the  Liberal  Government  in 
1894  was,  a  gallon -50. 

Rise  under  Liberal  rule  10  cents  a  gallon. 

Amounting  annually  to  our  consumers  to 
$2,000,000 

This  is  due  largely  to  permitting  its  importation 
in  tank  steamers  and  throwing  it  into  the  hands 
of  a  great  combine  of  Yankee  speculators  who 
absolutely  control  the  production  and  the  price. 


